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May 14, 2024 Meeting Minutes

President’s Report:

President Warren Na’ai brought the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. The meeting
was recorded and will be available for viewing on YouTube.

New member Ron Ho was welcomed. Guests present were John Lane and
his daughter Erica.

Warren turned the mike over to Rob Faris who extended well-deserved thanks
to key volunteers for last month’s Magic at Mike’s: Chair Rob Hale; next year’s
chair, Tommy Uno; Chef Andy Cole; the six team event captains. Barry
Wheeler was also key in setting up the lathes and acquiring wood for turning.
Special recognition, including $100 CPK gift cards, was then given to Mike
Chu and Kraig Smith for providing excellent space and accommodations for
the event. In total, 28 members volunteered their assistance. Mahalo to all!

Warren

Our club has been invited to do a woodturning demonstration at the
Obama Hawaiian Africana Museum festival on June 15, from 9-3. It
will be held at Washington Middle School. The event celebrates the
250th birthday of Anthony D. Allen. He played a prominent role in
Hawaiian history. Currently we will have two lathes at the event,
perhaps one more. Warren invites members to sign up for
woodturning time slots. Members just need to bring their own
turning tools. Please note, for liability insurance reasons,
volunteers need to be AAW members.

Rob and Kraig



Treasurer’s Report:

Rob Faris reported the account balance on 5/14/24 was $12259.03. Receipts were $2380.00, disbursements
were $2362.32.

Evening’s Demonstration:

President Warren Na’ai pulled double duty tonight by
presiding over the meeting AND comprehensively guiding
members through considerations in turning an urn. It’s not
just turning wood folks! Warren advised us to maintain
perspective: Take stock of your personal expectations and
abilities with the request. Will it meet the expectations of
the urn requestor and the mortuary? For example, how
large should the urn be if some of the ashes are scattered
and not stored? Mortuaries may have specific size
limitations. Also be flexible in accommodating changes
given the charged emotional environment. As Warren
states; “Grief does things to people that cause them to act
differently.”

Warren then went into the nuts and bolts of calculating how
big an urn you need to fabricate. Multiple considerations
need to be taken into account!

Rule of thumb: 1 pound of body weight = 1 cubic inch of
cremated remains (“cremains”). Warren showed the
containers he made to help him determine the size of the
urn needed (images left).

Here’s your best bet: Please click on the link below for a
YouTube video of the meeting. It includes Warren’s
in-depth presentation. Link: Honolulu Woodturners May
2024 Meeting

Warren’s meeting handout also appears at the end of the
newsletter.

This Meeting’s Challenge:
The challenge laid down at the last meeting was to create anything related to the word “writing”. Several
members took creative liberty with the term, interpreting writing as “righting”. Clever! Another person flaunted
size limitations and totally did his own thing (take a bow Rob’t D!). Congratulations to the numerous members
who entered their piece. Six prizes were awarded: 1st and 2nd place got a $25 gift certificate, 3rd and 4th place
got $20 gift certificates, and 5th and 6th got $15 gift certificates. (Please note, you can only win in the challenge
if your piece is physically at the meeting. You or anybody else can bring the piece in. The person bringing the
piece must sign in for the entrant. To win, the entrant must also attend the meeting either in-person or by
Zoom.)

https://youtu.be/YF7Q0zVeKok
https://youtu.be/YF7Q0zVeKok


Challenge Winners

First Place Second Place

Luther Bjornsen: Color pencil pencil holder Warren Na’ai: Koa/lychee inkwell

Third Place Fourth Place

Rob Hale: Milo writing tops Bruce Soll: Milo “Dead Poets”



Fifth Place Sixth Place

John Berthiaume: Resin Bowl Kevin Lui: Koa pencil cup

Honorable Mention:

Adam Vila Cypress pencil holder
Albert Koorenhof Norfolk pine pencil holder
Andy Cole Mac nut “righting” bowl
Craig Mason Spalted koa bowl
Brian Green Olive wood pen

Selected Challenge Pieces:



Instant Gallery:

The Instant Gallery invites turners to share any of their creations with the club. It’s open to any member.

Tommy Uno Ironwood bowl
Andy Cole Nested macadamia set
Robert Duffer Pencil bookend (DQed from Challenge but we forgive you Robert!)
Kit Beuret Natural edge lychee bowl and formosan koa bowls
John Berthiaume Longworth chuck
Greg Dornback WIP Milo Bowl
Bruce Soll Norfolk pine charcuterie board, milo urn
Roy Reeber 2 kamani boxes
Albert Koorenhof Norfolk pine vessel with honu inlay

Selected Instant Gallery Pieces:







Participation Prize:

Just showing up is rewarded! The Participation Prize is a $30
Woodcraft gift card. Members attending the meeting in person or
by Zoom are eligible for the drawing. This meeting’s winner is
Kainoa Chong. Congrats!

Tech Talk:

Rob Hale described an article in the magazine Woodturning. It
gives insights on how to restore a CBN wheel. Key components
are soaking the wheel in penetrating oil followed by liberal use of
Brakleen.

Bruce Soll shared a Carter and Sons guide on sharpening tips.
You’ll find it at the end of this newsletter. Bruce went on to describe
helpful modifications to a toolrest that the club group-ordered a few
years ago. The changes reduced the length, weight and bulk of the
tool.



Kit Beuret intrigued us with a glimpse of AI reality. He showed
several pictures of turned wood bowls generated by AI! Besides
the shock value of this demonstration, Kit suggested this
technology may be of value in giving turners creative ideas. You
can try it out yourself at Google ImageFX. It’s free but you need to
have a Gmail account.

Craig Mason alerted members to new books added to the club’s library. It was donated by a former member.

John Berthiaume asked for anyone’s experience with Hunter Tools Osprey carbide tools.

Your Challenge for the Next Meeting:

Rob Hale laid down a challenge to turn an urn. It must be lidded and it must be big enough to fit a
hummingbird. Rob declined to give a maximum size limit in hopes that good discretion will prevail.

Mahalos to:

-Curtis Tanaka for sharing avocado wood
-Luther Bjornsen and Albert Koorenhof for volunteering to help with the Challenge and Instant Gallery photos.

-MRC Roofing for the great locale!

Lastly, thank you to everyone for coming out. Great to see such a lively crowd enjoying all things wood!

Next meeting: July 9, 2024, 6:00PM. Please join us!

Submitted by Kevin Lui, Secretary

Handouts follow:



Urn Demo Handout:








